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His Royal 
H i g h n e s s , 
the Prince of 
Wales made 
a visit to the  
local church, 
St Johns, 
on the 10th 
of February, 
to view 
c o m m u n i t y 

projects and see how community 

He was welcomed to the Church 
by a group of Dhol drummers from 
Featherstone High and students 

There were seven soloists from 
Featherstone (playing the piano, violin, 

whilst the Prince of Wales talked to 
different members of the community 
present at the event. Four of our Year 
11 boys entertained the Prince with a 
game of Cage Football (demonstrating 
a community project run by Onside 
Community Football)

On the 24th February, we were lucky 
enough to have a visit from Lord 
Robert Winston, leading fertility expert 
and television presenter. His visit took 
place during our annual Science Week 
and he delivered a seminar to Year 12 
and 13 science students.

His talk pushed students to think outside 
of the box by using simple concepts to 
stretch and challenge them. He spoke 
about the latest advances in technology 
and his own life and career. Students were 
fascinated by his work and were amazed 
that he had started his research into IVF, 
aged 17, by studying sea urchins.

Year 13 student, Sharmin Siddique said “I 
felt really inspired and motivated listening 
to Lord Winston, it was a privilege.”

On the 10th March 
the Main Hall 
was packed out 
with performers 
and audience 
members for our 
annual Spring 
Concert. 

There were 
160 musicians 
performing in the 
schools ensembles 
and student led 
rock bands. The 
musicality of the 
students has grown so much over the 
last year and it was a pleasure to host 
this very special concert. The music 

Lord Professor Winston

Celebrating World  
Book Day 2016 FHS Spring Concert

Students and staff celebrated World 
Book Day in style on the 3rd of March. 

Staff dressed up as characters, from 
Lady Macbeth to ‘Where’s Wally?’ and 
the Big Bad Wolf. They used their free 
time to read in the library to demonstrate 
the importance of reading to students. 
Events included: a sponsored 
Readathon; a performance of Macbeth 
from the Young Shakespeare Company; 
and a whole school “drop everything and 
read” session.

staff are incredibly proud of our students 
dedication and achievements.

Featherstone Students  
Entertain Prince Charles

Before he left, 
the Prince of 
Wales was 
treated to 
a rendition 
of “What a 
W o n d e r f u l 
World” by the 
c o m b i n e d 
choirs of 

Dairy Meadow Primary School and 
Featherstone High School, led by our 
Head of Music, Ms Eastmond.

Some of the students involved said: ‘It 
was amazing experience and great day 
for the school’ (Omeg Antao); and ‘He 
is the most famous person I have ever 
met!’ (Davina Pandit).

A truly memorable day for all involved.



Headteacher’s Message to Parents/Carers 
As we move closer 
to the public 
examination season, 
it is very pleasing to 
note that students are 
continuing to work 
very hard and attend additional booster/
revision classes in good numbers. 
Attendance at our February Boosters 
was very impressive with close to 100 
Year 11 students attending sessions on 
the Monday and Tuesday. There have 
also been 10 Saturday sessions run 
by staff across Science, Art, Computer 
Science and PE. After school sessions 
are running each day for a range of 
subjects. Year 11 – 13 parents should 
also note that our Easter holiday revision 
programme will soon be published on 
the website. My thanks are due to so 
many staff who are so generous with 
their time in support of our students. Do 
encourage your child to take advantage 
of these opportunities. Year 10 parents 
should note that Year 10 end of year 
exams begin as soon as we return next 
term and so students should also be 
revising hard during the holiday.

Another way your child can enhance 
their progress through home study is 
through our Virtual Learning Environment 

department resources that can be 
accessed online to support teaching 
and learning. Members of staff have 
now created over 2800 pages. At 
present 95% of students in the school 

their learning from home. During Target 

will be launched to parents. This will 
provide information about your child’s 
attendance, achievements, behaviour 
and tasks completed. Members of staff 
are now recording all home learning on 

this information. 

a place at Featherstone next year. We 
received 714 applications for 270 spaces 
and 117 Year 6 students have requested 
to remain on our waiting list. Thank you 
for sharing such positive messages 
about our work.

You may have heard in the news that 
all schools will be expected to become 
academies by 2020. The government’s 
vision is that schools will work together 
within what is called a multi academy 
trust (MAT). Our lawyers are already in the 
process of setting up a Featherstone led 

MAT called the Grand Union MAT. The 
Grand Union MAT will be overseen by a 
Board of Directors although each school 
will still have its own Governing Body. We 
were also formally approved by the DfE as 
a sponsor which means we are deemed 

support grant funded improvement in 
other schools. Hathaway Primary School 
is keen to join our MAT and we look 
forward to working in partnership with 
their staff and students.

With best wishes for a restful Easter 
holiday.

Mr Wadwa, Headteacher

KS4/5 students and two members of 
staff went on a trip to Barcelona. Students 
were excited to see the sights of what is 
a beautiful, artistic and historical city and 
visited a host of places such as shopping 
on las Ramblas, trying exotic foods in 
La Boquería food market and taking a 
tour of the world famous Nou Camp. All 
students tried something new, whether it 
was local food, trying out their language 

been on a plane and there was even 
space to relax on the beach. 

Friends and Family Concert

On the 4th February Mr Daron led a 
packed out Friends and Family Concert 
with students performing as bands and 
as soloists playing short pieces they have 
learnt with their instrumental teachers 
and in Band Project. We were joined 
by students from Hambrough Primary 
School and Featherstone Primary School 
who also contributed to the concert. 
We are really excited to hear how the 
students have progressed when they 
perform at the next Friends and Family 
concert on Thursday 21st April.

Meet the Peris Concert Series

Our series of lunchtime concerts 
featuring our wonderful instrumental 
teachers continued on the 24th February 
with a concert given by Mr Paine, 
Ms Juodyte and Ms Steve. This is an 
amazing opportunity for our year 7 and 8 
students to hear professional musicians 
performing live for them during their 
lunch time.

Big Noise Club Project

Students from Featherstone Primary and 
Hambrough Primary have been attending 

Music Department Barcelona 2016

We are collecting used & unwanted, 
good condition prescription eye 
glasses for charity. The collection box 
is located in the school reception. 

Eye Glass Collection

Primary Big Noise Club rehearsals at FHS 
since the beginning of the year. On the 
1st March we took the Primary Big Noise 
Club and Little Big Noise Club (Year 7 & 8 
students) on a tour round Southall visiting 
both Primary schools and performing to 
the primary students. We performed four 
concerts during the course of the day.

Songfest

On Wednesday 9th March we 
welcomed 200 Primary students to 
FHS for our termly Songfest. Students 
from Featherstone Primary School, 
Hambrough Primary School, Havelock 
Primary School, Wolf Fields and Khalsa 
Primary shared songs they have been 
learning at school. Our FHS Choir and 
Senior Choir also performed. We ended 
the morning singing “What a Wonderful 
World” all together, it was a really inspiring 
moment with 200 voices joining together.

Win a Signed Rugby Ball

ball, signed by the players for Sport 
Relief. 

Tickets are £1 each, available from 
the main reception.

A great prize and a fantastic cause.



Three of our 
enthusiastic year 
9 students were 
selected by the 
Royal Institution 
and Causeway 
Technologies to 
attend a series 
of Computer 

Science Master-classes based on 
their aptitude and enthusiasm in 

students are working with expert 
leaders from industry and academia, 
and are thoroughly enjoying the 
hands-on experience. The topics the 
speakers are covering really paint a 
picture of the breadth of computer 
science with topics ranging from 
binary through electronics to wearable 
technology to forensics to human 
computer interaction. 

So far, the Saturday sessions have 
been a fantastic experience enabling 
students to gain an invaluable insight 
into the industry of Computing.

In March, Year 7 & 9 students took part 
in a lesson highlighting the role of young 
carers, and this was supported by 
Charity committee members who played 
the role of mini-teachers within the Year 9 
lessons, leading different aspects of the 
lesson. The aim was to raise awareness 
and empathy for those in this position, 
and to direct young carers to further 
support. Carers can speak to TLRs, 

through Brentford Community Trust on 
0208 326 7044.

Masterclasses at the 
Royal Institution

WE Day 2016

On March 9th, a group of students were 
invited to WE Day, to celebrate their 
hard work and commitment towards 
the charity committee. During this day, 
the students really enjoyed themselves 
and met several celebrities such as: Rita 
Ora, Labrinth, Fleur East, and Princess 
Beatrice among others. The day was 
dedicated to young people helping 
make a difference to local and global 
communities. The day was inspiring, 
with motivational speakers talking about 
their hardships. We were lucky enough 
to have a tour backstage the day before 
WE day. We saw many rehearsals and 
dressing rooms of hosts and celebrities. 
We had a phenomenal time at the event. 

Food Drive for Food Bank

As part of WE Day, all students attending 
were asked to bring one item to 
contribute to a food bank in Brent, to 
help those who cannot afford to eat. Our 
charity committee took that one step 
further, by collecting from Years 7, 8 and 
9 form rooms and collecting a whopping 
169 tins of food! When dropping off the 

Thank you to all who contributed – it was 
much appreciated. 

Young Carers PSHE Lessons

FHS Science Week 2016
with various activities from robotics, 
forensics, mind-blowing experiments, 
and rockets to lectures from world-
renowned scientists to trips to the 
Science museum and the Centre of 
the Cell.  

Students enjoyed the animal road-
show where they had the opportunity 
to handle creatures and learnt to 
appreciate the natural world and the 
many wonderful animals, who share 
this planet with us. The animals 
included snakes, lizards, mini-beasts, 
frogs and a giant python. 

Students also enjoyed making 
rockets and launching them as well as 
enjoying the explosive science show. 

Year 7 students and their parents had 
an evening of working together to 
extract DNA from kiwis. This was a 
lovely evening where both parent and 

child were working together developing 
science skills. Not only do we hope 
this evening developed science skills 
,we hope that parents increase their 
interaction and discussions with their 
children.

Students in Year 9 enjoyed a day 
of STEM workshops, which were 
designed to provide an interactive, 
and engaging experience to support 
classroom based science, technology, 
engineering and maths. Workshops 
included wind turbines, which were used 
to raise awareness of wind energy, and 
highlighted some useful facts to aid 
students in constructing and testing 
model wind turbines. 

Students had the opportunity to meet 
Dr Mark Lewney, the Rock Doctor who 

competition. He is a guitar physicist who 
blew the ears of our students with the 
rock guitar relating it to the Superstring 
Theory. 

We also hosted a lecture from Dr Corinne 
Hanlon who spoke to students in the 
world of Medical Engineering to include 
how implants work.  

Students had a visit from Dr Iain Kennedy 
and the medical mentors. This is a 
widening participation project delivered 
by medical students from UCL Medical 
School, with support from academic 
staff. 

Space Plasma Physicist and Kiss FM 
DJ Martin Archer invited our students on 
a journey into sound with his virtual DJ 
booth, covering waves, frequency and 
other basic principles. Whilst spinning 
the latest tunes he explained the science 
behind the cueing, beat matching, 
blending and EQing that goes into his 
mixes in clubs.



Dates For Your Diary
Curriculum Week for all years - 
Tuesday 5th July - Tuesday 12th 
July. All payments due on Target 
setting day 24th March.

Both Rajan Duggal and Osama 
Khan (pictured) won gold medals 
at the WOMAA/WKS European 
Championships in their divisions on 
28th February in Birmingham against 
some very tough opponents.

There were excellent performances 
from past and present pupils including 
Parmpreet Singh, Gurkirpal Khosa, 
Ramandeep Samra and Rajjan Sund, 
ably assisted and supported by former 
Head Boy Vikram Jain and their Sensei 
and coach Mr Elkon. We can be very 
proud of our Bushido Club!

On the 8th March, 40 Year 9 girls 
celebrated International Women’s Day 
by taking part in a cricket session run by 
Middlesex County Cricket coaches. The 
girls took part in range of drills and games 
in their very bright pink cricket shirts. It 
was a fun and active morning and it was 
very positive to see so many of the girls 
supporting International Women’s Day. 
Well done to all the girls that took part 
and thank you to Middlesex Cricket for 
coming in and running the event.

Ex Student Rohan from ‘Mask Motion’ 
is coming into school to teach Break 
Dancing to students. Sessions are 
Wednesday’s after school 4-5.30pm in 
the Dance Studio. If interested see Ms 

The Boys kicked off their season 
again this month after the winter 
break with some excellent all round 
performances. The Year 8 team 
remain unbeaten this half of the 
year with a 0-0 draw against William 
Perkins, a 1-0 win against Brentside 
and a 1-1 draw against Twyford. Other 
teams had mixed results with year 7 
playing three games in two weeks but 

win of the season. Year 9 lost narrowly 
to William Perkins 2-1 and year 10 

The Girls senior 6 a side football team 

losing narrowly to Dormers Wells High 
School 2-1.

25th Mar: Good Friday
28th Mar – 8th Apr: Easter Break
11th Apr: Staff Training Day 
12th Apr - Students return to school
25th Apr: Vertical House    
Assembly/PSHE 
2nd May: Bank Holiday
23rd May: GCE/GCSE Exam Season 
Begins
30th May – 3rd Jun: Half Term 

Greenford High School invited 
contenders from 8 schools across 
Ealing to participate in the Annual Ealing 
Borough Spelling Bee Competition. Miss 

and courageous students, Ramiz Rajah, 
and Maneet Wadwa from year 7 and 
Istiak Helal and Habiba Ahmed from 
year 8. In a very intense and competitive 
environment the scores presented 
Featherstone High School at sixth place. 
Our students delivered excellent team 
work skills and great poise amongst 
the other schools from Ealing and they 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

FHS Spelling BeesMiddlesex County Cricket GOLD for Bushido

Throughout this 
term our Year 
7, 8 & 9 Netball 
teams have all 
competed in the 
Ealing borough 
t o u r n a m e n t s . 
The Year 7 team 

achieved a fantastic 3rd position and 
showed great perseverance throughout 
the tournament. On the 14th March the 
Year 7 teams competed in the Borough 
football competition held at FHS. The girls 
worked exceptionally well throughout all 
of the games showing dedication and 
passion. 

Fourteen pupils from Years 7,8 & 9 had 
the opportunity to attend the World Track 
Cycling championships at the Olympic 
Park on Friday 5th March. Pupils enjoyed 
seeing Great Britain’s stars in action 
on the velodrome track and exciting 
events such as the individual pursuit, 
Omnium and the individual time trials. 
Pupils were fortunate to witness fantastic 
performances from Callum Skinner, Andy 
Tennant and Jason Kenny who went on 
to achieve Gold two days later. Pupils 
had a great time with one pupil summing 
up the trip as “the best trip ever!”

On Friday 11th March, 20 pupils 
travelled to Lee Valley  Athletics 
Centre to compete in the Indoor 
London Youth Rowing competition. 
Pupils from Years 7 and 8 competed 
in individual and team events. There 
were some exceptional individual 
performances from Nasra, Satkaran 
and Anjala. 

Olympic Park Cycling

London Youth Rowing  
Indoor Competition

Football Fixtures
Netball Tournaments

Break Dance Academy


