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On the 26th April, forty Year 7,8 and 
9 students took part in a B20 cricket 
tournament here at Featherstone. B20 
is a new game invented by the people 
at Middlesex County Cricket. Angus 
Fraser, who played for England and 
Middlesex, came along to watch the 
students in action. 

Year 11 student, Iqra Ismail was 
excited to find out on the 14th April 
that her poem ‘Trick of the Light’ has 
been published in the Young Writers’ 
Anthology - South East England 
Poets. Not only that, her poem was 
awarded ‘Best Poem’ for the South 
East category.

Students around the country were asked 
to write a poem on any theme and convey 
their passion for their subject through 
verse. 322 other students entered the 
competition in the South East region and 
Iqra’s poem, as the winner of the region, 
will now go forward to find the best poem 
country-wide.

English Teacher, Ms Friswell said, ‘Iqra is 
an inspirational writer with a unique flair 
for poetry; her interesting outlook on the 
world shines through.’ Headteacher, Mr 
Wadwa added, ‘We are exceptionally 
proud of Iqra who, alongside her 
many sporting and other academic 
achievements, has managed to win the 
South East Poets category against some 
very talented competition. 

Click on the news section of our website 
to read Iqra’s poem.

Year 12 student, Pinal Parmar won 
the Astro Pie competition (17-18 age 
category) to produce a piece of music 
during April. 

The compeition required entrants to code 
Sonic Pi music for British Astronaut, Tim 
Peake to listen to in space. Sonic Pi is an 
open-source programming environment, 
designed for creating new sounds with 
code in a live coding environment.

Please go to the link below to listen to 
her music.

https://soundcloud.com/raspberry_pi/
keep-calm-and-dance

Sky Sports Film Cricket Action 

Regional Poetry Winner
Coding Challenge

Changes to Assessment: Key Stage 3 & New GCSE Grades at Key Stage 4

Girls Rounders
 

Sky Sports were also there filming and 
the school featured on the news channel 
the following day. All students involved 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and our 
visitors were very impressed with the 
standard of both boys and girls cricket 
within the school.

Middlesex County Cricket Club support B20 Cricket at FHS Once again a teacher at Featherstone 
High School has received a National 
Teaching Award. 

Ms Elena Samson was recognised for her 
exceptional contribution to improving the 
life chances of students at Featherstone 
High School within the South of England 
Teacher of the Year category.  This is an 
exceptional honour and means she is 
now shortlisted for the national finals of 
the Teaching Awards.

National 
Teacher Award

On the 12th May, students met 
different health care professionals 
from The University of West London, 
London Ambulance Service, and St 
John Ambulance on Nurse’s Day and 
received health and careers advice. 

If any Featherstone students would like 
to join the St John Ambulance please 
speak to Mr Andrews or any current SJA 
cadets in school. 

Nurses’ Day



Headteacher’s Message to Parents/Carers 
At the time of 
writing the public 
e x a m i n a t i o n 
season has just 
begun in earnest 
for students in 
Years 11, 12 
and 13 and 
will continue up to the 3rd week of 
June. Students are very focused  on 
their revision with over 400 students 
attending  the revision classes we ran 
during the Easter holiday. Teaching 
staff have also been running Saturday 
Revision Workshops and over 200 
Year 11 students have benefited from 
attending these sessions. We are very 
fortunate to continue to have such 
committed colleagues who go the extra 
mile to ensure your sons and daughters 
have such a solid platform to achieve 
the examination success they deserve. 

If your son or daughter is in Year 7 or 
8 they will also be sitting end of year 
examinations at the moment and if in 
Year 9, during the week beginning 6th 
June. These “internal examinations” are 

very important in order to develop good 
revision habits and examination tactics 
as early as possible and all examination 
results will be reported to you before 
the end of term. There are a lot of 
useful revision resources on our new 
Virtual Learning Environment, Firefly.  
Do encourage your son/daughter to 
revise hard at home. I have mentioned 
previously the very strong relationship 
between good attendance and good 
results. Please remember that we do 
not authorise holiday leave during term 
time.

We were delighted once more to be 
awarded an Educational Outcomes 
Award at a national ceremony held 
in London on May 3rd from the SSAT 
(Schools, Students and Teachers 
Network). This was in recognition of 
the very strong progress made by 
our 2015 GCSE cohort between their 
primary school Key Stage 2 results 
and their GCSE results. In her letter of 
invitation to the Awards Ceremony the 
Chief Executive, Sue Williamson, stated 
that “Featherstone High School should 

The annual Wonderful World of Words 
Festival took place in March to celebrate 
our love of books, words and reading. 

Pupils talked about their favourite books 
at the Book Factor event and others 
entered a pop song-inspired writing 
competition. Liberty won the inter-house 
Scrabble Tournament and teachers 
joined in by ‘getting caught reading’ in 
the library. There was a successful Book 
Fair and lots of fun word quizzes, games 
and puzzles to play.

Performance Poet Neal Zetter and action 
author Marcus Alexander entertained 
students and gave tips and advice on 
creative writing.

Wonderful World of Words Festival

Scrabble Tournament

Teachers caught reading Action Author, Marcus Alexander

Book Factor

We are collecting used & unwanted, 
good condition prescription eye 
glasses for charity. The collection box 
is located in the school reception. 

Eye Glass Collection

On Wednesday 16th March the year 
9 Music students visited Handel and 
Hendrix in London. They were treated to 
a workshop by the musician in residence 
and were fortunate to see and hear a 
harpsichord played. They explored the 
museum which is located in the House 
Handel lived in and the flat Jimi Hendrix 
lived in 200 years later.

Once again we had packed Friends and 
Family concerts on Thursday 21st April 
and Thursday 12th May. Students from 
several different year groups performed 
as soloists and bands to a supportive 
audience of friends and family. We were 
joined by students from Featherstone 
Primary School who also performed. 
The final Friends and Family concert of 
the year is on Tuesday 7th June. This 
promises to be an exciting concert.

Friends & Family Concert

Handel & Hendrix
Music Department

be congratulated for their exceptional 
achievement” and that the results were 
“testament to the commitment and hard 
work of the students and teachers.” We 
are all very aware that you as parents 
play a huge part in this success, so 
thank you for your continued support.  

The deadline for Year 13 students to 
accept or decline university applications 
has now passed. 135 students in Year 
13 have applied for a place this year 
and 96% have received offers with 
40 students receiving offers from the 
top Russell Group universities.  The 
most popular courses continue to be 
Business/Finance related courses with 
26 applications. We wish all Year 13 
every success in securing the grades 
needed for their chosen pathway. 

Our £2.3m building project is now well 
underway. By the end of February next 
year we will have received a complete 
overhaul of the external fabric of our 
main building. This will give us some 
much needed extra space and increase 
the life expectancy of the main teaching 
block by 30 years. 

Mr Wadwa, Headteacher



On Tuesday the 10th of May our brilliant 
Year 11 chefs completed their final BTEC 
assessment where they had to prepare a 
buffet consisting of a range of sweet and 
savoury products for a group of teachers. 
They prepared and served a mix of tasty 
and attractive food and the feedback 
from the teachers was excellent.

This week students from year 8 
completed their final assessment for 
the subject where they were given a Tea 
Party brief and they had to adapt their 
recipes to suit the brief including making 
them healthier. They were also given the 
opportunity to show off their creative flair 
by using different ingredients and a range 
of skills developed in lessons.

On Wednesday 11th May, Ms Horton 
and Yusra Siddique met with Ms Hassan 
at Featherstone Primary School to 
discuss how we can develop links in 
the community. Ms Hassan was very 
impressed by the charity work the 
committee has done so far this year 
and is very keen for us to develop links 
reading projects, and setting up their 
own charity committee based on our 
work for Free the Children. We are also 
hoping to be able to run a joint baking 
project, so keep your eyes peeled for 
more information. 

On Wednesday 4th May the year 10 
and year 12 Young Enterprise groups 
headed to the University of West 
London to compete against other young 
entrepreneurs from schools in Ealing, 
Hammersmith and Fulham The students 
had interviews with the judges and had to 
present their business idea. With strong 
competition from the other schools we 
were delighted that the year 12 group 
won best trade stand and runner up 
company. They now move forward to the 
next stage of the competition in the area 
final on the 26th May. Good Luck!

News from the Food Room

Year 8 Assessments 

Year 11 Assessments 

Young Enterprise

On the 22nd April, fifteen Year 8 and 
9 students went silent for the whole 
day to raise awareness for a range of 
different causes. The overall charity 
who we were fundraising for was 
Free the Children, specifically to fund 
improvements in food poverty in India, 
however each student had a different 
issue they were raising awareness for, 
such as domestic violence, poverty 
and refugees. We raised a whopping 
£270 from this event, which was 
absolutely brilliant. Well done to all 
and thanks to the sponsors!

On Monday 21st March, a group of 
seven Year 9 students from the charity 
committee visited Norwood Green 
care home on National Poetry Day. 
The students read a variety of poems 
and spoke to the residents. One of 
them even used to be a teacher at 
Featherstone High! They really did 
make an impact and hopefully it is a 
project we can develop links with in 
the future. Thank you an well done to 
the volunteers.

As part of the Sports Relief celebrations, 
Year 9 representatives from the charity 
committee organised a Boys vs. Girls 
netball match in the sports hall. As part 
of this day, to show our support for 
local charities, we had representatives 
from Certitude come in, an organisation 
providing support services to adults with 
learning disabilities and mental health 
needs throughout Ealing. Students 
charged spectators 50p to enter and we 
raised £50 for Certitude, which they were 
very grateful for. The boys just beat the 
girls by 1-0 in a very hard fought contest! 
Well done to all involved.

Netball Match & 
Certitude

Charity link with 
Featherstone Primary

We Are Silent

Care Home Visit

On the 27th April the 6 dancers of 
the FHS Dance Academy travelled to 
Queens Park Community School to 
perform as part of the Step into Dance 
Partnership in one of their Spring 
Sharing Shows. The girls performed 
fantastically and thoroughly enjoyed 
performing and watching the other 
performances. Huge congratulations 
to them all. 

Dance Academy
Please remember 
to access the 
Firefly Parent 
Portal to see 
e s s e n t i a l 
information about 
your child. Here 
you will be able 

to see information about attendance, 
achievement and behaviour points as 
well as homelearning tasks and academic 
reports. 

In order to log in you must have shared 
your email address with the school. 
Please contact the school if you would 
like to check, change or update or 
email address. You can access the 
Parent Portal from a link on the school 
website or at https://featherstonehigh.
fireflycloud.net Detailed guidance about 
logging in for the first time can also be 
found on the school website.

Firefly Parent Portal  
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Now that we have entered the exam 
season it is important we pay attention 
to the health and well-being of students 
taking important exams. We can all help 
students do better in exams if we make 
sure that they look after their general health 
and well-being.

Stress – some stress is important. It 
motivates us to get things done, for 
example prepare for an interview or revise 
for life-changing examinations. However, 
too much stress is a bad thing. You can 
help your child reduce stress and anxiety 
by making sure they are following a 
structured revision timetable at home. A 
good revision schedule will include a mix 
of all of their subjects and topics and a 
variety of activities. You can further help 
your child by getting them to include rest 
breaks and other activities they need to do 
at home in their timetable as well. 

Rest, relaxation and sleep – to perform 
at its best the brain needs to follow regular 
sleep patterns. Our brains organise and 
store our learning and memories whilst we 
are sleeping. Encourage your child not to 
stay up all night cramming for an exam the 
next day. If they have revised effectively 
they will benefit more from a good night’s 
sleep. You should also make sure that your 
child is not looking at electronic devices 
before they go to sleep, the light these 
devices emit “wake the brain up” and 
make it more difficult to fall asleep. 

Staying hydrated – to perform at our best 
we need to keep our bodies hydrated. 
Encourage your child to drink plenty of 

water and healthy drinks, they should 
try to avoid consuming too many drinks 
that are sugary or caffeine-based. 
Staying hydrated will be especially 
important for pupils who are fasting 
during the exam season. If you child 
is fasting, please ensure that they 
drink plenty of fluids during the hours 
when they are not fasting. With careful 
planning it is possible to be successful 
in both examinations and fasting.

Medication and ill health – if your child 
suffers from a condition like asthma 
or hay fever, please remind them to 
take their medication as prescribed 
by your doctor or pharmacist. If your 
child suffers an injury or becomes 
so unwell that you feel it may have a 
detrimental impact on their examination 
performance, please contact the school 
so that we can inform the exam board. 
We will advise you of any doctor’s notes 
that are required. 

Being organised – being organised 
and working hard are vital components 
in achieving success. Please make 
sure that your child has the correct 
equipment necessary for each exam, 
that they arrive at school on time and 
that they attend in their full school 
uniform if they are in Years 10 or 11, 
or for 6th Form students, are adhering 
to the FH6 dress code. Finally, please 
make sure that your child attends 
school every day and ensure that they 
attend any revision or booster sessions 
they have been informed of. These 
sessions are compulsory and are part 
of their normal school curriculum. 

Exams & Well-Being

Changes to Assessment: Key Stage 3 & New GCSE Grades at Key Stage 4

The year 8 boys team started the season 
of cricket fixtures with a win over a strong 
Villiers team. This was Featherstone’s first 
fixture with matches in all other year groups 
taking place in the next few weeks. Year 7 
have been training hard with over 25 pupils 
attending regular training. This promises to 
be an excellent season for the boys. Year 
9 start their season on Wednesday with a 
tournament at Harrow Town CC. A win will 
see them through to the finals at Regents 
Park later on in the term. 

 

The girls have started their rounders 
season promisingly with a couple of 
good performances from the year 9 and 
10 teams. The junior girls also played 
in a tournament recently however they 
came 5th overall. Some good individual 
performances so far and lots of room for 
improvement. 

Boys Cricket 
 

Girls Rounders
 

New KS3 Bands  
(Years 7&8)

New GCSE grades  
(Years 9&10)

9

8

7

6+
6
6-

6

5+
5
5-

5 (New tougher pass 
grade)

4+
4
4-

4

3+
3
3-

3

2+
2
2-

2

1+
1
1-

1

Entry 3 U

Entry 2

Entry 1

Dates For Your Diary
Return to School: 6th June
Year 9 Curriculum Evening:  
16th June
GCSE and A Level Art Exhibition: 23rd 
June 
Year 6 Parents Evening: 30th June
Year 6 Pupil Induction Day: 1st July
Curriculum Week: 4th-12th July
House Team Building Day: 13th July
House Sports Day: 14th July
Last Day of Term: 15th July

You will be aware that the 
Government has abolished 
National Curriculum levels 
and has also changed the 
way that GCSE examinations 
will be graded from 2017. In 
light of this, we are changing 
the way we assess pupils in 
Years 7 & 8. We have aligned 
our Key Stage 3 assessment 
bands with the new GCSE 
grades as shown in the table 
below.

One of the aims of this 
change is to make it more 
straight–forward for parents 
to understand how well their 
child is doing at school and 
how their performance in 
Years 7 & 8 links in to the 
new GCSE grade framework. 
This new Key Stage 3 system 
will also mean that for most 
subjects, you only have to 
learn one set of grades from 

Old GCSE Grades  
(Years 10&11)

A*

A

B

C (old pass grade)

D

E

F

G

U

Year 7 – Year 11. Your child’s 
end of year 7 & 8 exams will 
be graded using the new Key 
Stage 3 bands.  The grades 
will  be reported to you at 
Target Setting Day in the 
Autumn term.

From the table you will notice 
that a year 7 or 8 student 
working at band 6 would 
already be working at a GCSE 
grade 6 which is the equivalent 
to the old GCSE grade B

You would expect your child 
to make one sub band of 
progress each term. Thus 
a student beginning year 7 
working at a band 2 would 
end year 8 working at band 
4-. A student beginning year 
9 working at a GCSE grade 4 
would be expected to attain a 
GCSE grade 7 for that subject 
at the end of Year 11.


