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Featherstone Sixth Form 
celebrated fantastic A Level and 
Applied A Level results with many 
students achieving top grades.

Mr Wadwa, Headteacher, commented:  
“We were all delighted that the 
exceptional hard work of students and 
staff was reflected in an excellent set of 
A level results this year. Nearly 50% of 
A level grades were at grades at A* - 
B which allowed nearly all students to 
access the university of their choice. Our 
Applied A level equivalents were even 
more impressive with 82% grades at 
the top Distinction/Distinction* grading.”

Students were delighted with their 
results. Our top achiever, Aaran Karia 
(A*, A*, A, A) has gone to Warwick 
Univeristy to study Maths and Physics. 
Aaran said “I want to thank all my 
teachers for their hard work”. Mandeep 
Bhachu (A*, A, B) is delighted to have 
got into UCL to study Psychology with 
Education.  She put her good grades 
down to “dedication and keeping going 
when it gets tough”. 

Mark Thorley, Head of Sixth Form, 
added, “I just want to congratulate 
everyone today for their hard work and 
dedication”. 

We are delighted with some very 
pleasing GCSE results, despite 
significant changes to the way 
school performance is now 
measured.

Our top achievers jumped for joy as they 
read their results. Inderpal Rajwancee 
(8A*s, 2As) said he wanted to “thank 
the teachers for all their support.” Jasbir 
Gulati (5A*s, 5As) added he was “staying 
on at Featherstone Sixth Form because 
it is one of the best in the borough and 
offers exceptional support.” Sumaya 
Gaideh (Distinction*, 7As) said she is 
also staying on at FH6 and wanted to 
“thank the teachers in the subjects I 
struggled with. They always made time 
for me and offered support.”

Mr Wadwa, commented, “we were 
particularly pleased that those getting 
passes at the highest A*/A grades 

All Smiles on Results Days

Students are thrilled on A Level Results Day

Jumping for Joy on GCSE Results Day

A Level & BTEC Results 2016

Celebrating GCSE Results Day 2016
which again went up for the second 
year in succession by 3%, against the 
national trend.”

“With 61% of student gaining A*-C 
in English and Maths, our results 
reflect just how hard students and 
staff have worked throughout the year 
to prepare for what is undoubtedly a 
more challenging national examination 
system.” 

Some of our top “Progress 8” pupils 
(measuring performance in best 8 GCSEs) 
are pictured here.



Headteacher’s Message to Parents/Carers 
We have had 
an excellent 
start to the 
new Academic 
Year. Our 
new Year 7 
students have 
settled in very 
quickly - the 
feedback from the staff about Year 
7 has been extremely positive with 
many students already receiving large 
numbers of achievement points. During 
our learning walks it is clear that all 
students have settled in to their studies 
well and I have been very impressed with 
their attitude and behaviour in and out 
of lessons. Thank you for your ongoing 
support in ensuring your child arrives 
punctually and completes homework 
tasks to the best of their ability. 

We were delighted to celebrate some 
pleasing GCSE results and excellent 
A Level and BTEC Level 3 results. 33 
% of A level grades were A*- B and 
our school was placed in the top 10% 
schools in the country based on the 
progress made during their sixth form 
courses. Last year’s GCSE students also 
performed well in the new GCSE league 
table measures with 61% of students 
gaining A*-C passes in both English 
and Maths and our “Progress 8” score 
(performance in best 8 GCSEs)  coming 
in as “significantly above expectations” 
based on students starting points. 
These results are a testimony to the hard 

work of the students and the incredible 
support, patience and encouragement 
of staff and families. I would like to thank 
you for all that you have done in this.

Our Awards Evening in September was 
a celebration of students’ successes 
and our Guest of Honour this year was 
Bonita Norris.  Bonita was the youngest 
British woman to reach the summit of 
Mount Everest at the age of 22 and her 
address to us was a truly inspiring one 
of endeavour and self-belief.  When we 
consider she had never even used a 
climbing wall until the age of 18, we get 
a sense of just how real her message 
was – you can achieve anything you 
want if you put your mind to it. 

Our overall attendance last year dipped 
a little and we are having a strong focus 
on improving attendance this year. If a 
students’ attendance dips below 95% it 
is a cause of concern for us and means 
a student is missing the equivalent of  a 
half day of lessons each fortnight. This 
is bound to have a negative impact 
on progress. Please lend your support 
to our attendance drive by ensuring 
your son/daughter is striving for 100% 
attendance this year. Please remember 
that we do not authorise holiday absence 
during term time and if this is taken, 
your child’s place at Featherstone may 
well be at risk. Thank you in anticipation 
of that support. 

Mr Wadwa, Headteacher

On Monday 3rd October, 32 Year 12 
business studies students visited Sky 
Academy in Osterley. Students had the 
opportunity to visit the Sky studios and 
learn about the career opportunities 
available. 

Students then took part in various 
activities, including designing a new TV 
progrmme for a Sky channel . 

“This trip 
has really 
helped me to 
u n d e r s t a n d 
the skills I 
need to apply 
for a job with a 
company like 

Sky, I’m definitely going to look into their 
work experience programme.” - Adil 
Dar - Year 12 student

Year 13 
student, Alliyya 
Abubacker is an 
aspiring doctor. 
Here, she 
talks about her 
summer holiday 
p l a c e m e n t 
arranged by 
the school at a 

large South London Hospital Trust   - 
Eposm and St Helier.

“Whilst doing work experience at the 
hospital, I was given the chance to 
watch three surgeries performed by 
Professor Field and his team. These 
surgeries included a hip replacement, 
a revision and key hole surgery. The 
anesthesiologist, Dr Hussein, showed 
me the different types of anesthetics 

Students from Year 12 have entered the 
Peter Jones Foundation competition 
‘Tycoon in Schools’ where they 
submitted a business idea with a 
business plan for Peter Jones himself 
to consider. Students have been 
successful with their idea of ‘wrap it’ - 
a simple concept to wrap headphones 
around to ensure that they are not 
tangled or damaged whilst in their bag 
/ pocket. They submitted all their costs 
and calculations of how much start up 
money they require and this has been 
approved and they will be receiving 
£190 to pursue their idea.

Focus on Medical Work Experience

Sky Academy

Tycoon in 
Schools

he used and how he had administered 
them safely. He also showed me the 
vital signs he had to monitor while 
the patient had surgery performed on 
them to ensure they remained healthy 
and safe. 

I was able to see different parts of 
the Orthopedics department such as 
x-rays, where one of the radiographers 
explained in detail how x-ray machines 
work. I worked with Physiotherapists 
to see what requirements had to 
be met in order for them to send a 
patient home and also worked with the 
discharge nurses to understand how 
they care for a patient before, during 
and after their surgery.” 



Year 8 students recently welcomed 
employers into their PSHE lesson, 
quizzing them about the skills and 
qualities they use in their jobs. Staff from 
Qantas, St James, Catalyst Housing 
and the NHS volunteered to speak to 
students and answer lots of challenging 
questions! 

The initiative is part of the Careers Lab 
project being delivered to Years 7, 8, 9 
and 10 during PSHE this year. 

If you would be interested in volunteering 
in future events please email:  
AWebb@featherstonehigh.ealing.sch.
uk for further details.

The charity committee kicked off their 
fundraising for this year in October with 
a Coin drive in aid of the charity Free the 
Children. We have worked closely with 
this charity over the past few years, and 
money raised goes towards children in 
developing countries to have a better 
education, access to sanitised water 
and food and shelter. The committee 
raised £57.63 for this charity - well done 
and thank you to Sabiqa, Hardeep and 
Jama in year 9, and Arth, Anupreet 
and Alisha in year 10 who led on the 
fundraising for this. 

On Friday 7th October we held our 
annual Macmillan cake sale. We sold 
a wide range of cakes and treats 
to staff at break time and students 
across all lunches. Ms Wint and 
Ella worked tirelessly throughout 
the afternoon on Thursday to 
bake plenty of items, finishing the 
preparations early on Friday morning 

We have recently finalised the School 
Council representatives for this year 
following a rigorous application 
process. Students had to be voted 
as a form rep within their form group, 
then apply to their head of year and 
be interviewed about their suitability 
for the role, film a manifesto video 
and the subject to a school vote 
following the publication of the 
videos. Well done to Jack Burch, 
Sabrina Ahmed, Shae Moors, Melroy 
Pereira, Sabiqa Umer, Kulpreet 
Chatha, Fadi Majdalawi, Hiba Arif, 
Hibaq Farah, Mohammed Haydar Ali, 
Jasbir Gulati, Mohammed Sheikh, 
Riha Mahendru and Rohit Dhandra 
who will all be sitting on the council 
this academic year.

Sixteen year 12 students who are 
aspiring medics will be attending a 
TMP Aspire event held jointly with 
the Royal Society of Medicine on the 
22nd Saturday October 2016. Event 
held at Birkbeck University. 

The purpose of this visit is to help 
pupils gain an understanding on 
the application process for medical 
school and they will have the 
opportunity to speak with current 
medical students and Junior Doctors.

On Tuesday 11th October students 
from Years 7 and 8 participated in the 
first Literacy House Competition of the 
year: Spelling Bee. 

Students competed against other 
houses to be crowned winners. This 
involved spelling words out loud, which 
if incorrect would lead to elimination. 

The winner was Prethty Maniwannan 
who won the Spelling Bee for Inspire. 
The runner up was Adhip Chhetri for 
Equality. Special mention goes to 
Farhiya Hersi, who held up the three 
man Unity team!

 

Coin Drive

Macmillan Coffee Morning

School Council

with help from some year 9 and 10 
students. We also had a huge amount 
of items donated by students, which 
helped to raise a whopping £478.91! 
Thank you to all who supported the 
event, including the many members of 
the charity committee who gave up their 
time at lunch to sell.

TMP Aspire Event

We are collecting used & unwanted, 
good condition prescription eye 
glasses for charity. The collection box 
is located in the school reception. 

Eye Glass Collection

Spelling Bee

Careers Lab

Sky Academy

Tycoon in 
Schools



October 2016

Dates for the Diary
24th - 28th October -  
Half Term

3rd November -  
Year 11 Transition Evening

17th November -  
Sixth Form Intervention Evening

18th November -  
Parental Engagement Meeting - 
9.15-10.15am (Year 7 only)

21st - 25th November -  
Year 11 Mock Exams

1st December -  
Year 7 Curriculum Evening

1st December -  
MATS Parents Meeting

7th & 8th December -  
Grease the Musical 

12th December -  
Vertical PSHE/House Assembly

16th December -  
Last day of term

We regularly assess our pupils 
to monitor their progress at FHS.  
Upcoming assessments and reporting 
arrangements over the next few weeks 
are listed below.  You can help support 
your child prepare for their assessments 
by checking that they are following a 
revision timetable at home.

Year 12 & 13: Students should be 
starting to plan for the mock exams 
they will sit at the start of the Spring 
Term (January 2017).  By the beginning 
of December, they should be following 
a full programme of revision and 
preparation.

Year 11: By now, Year 11 pupils should 
be following a revision timetable for the 
mock exams that take place during 
November.

Year 10: They will complete an 
assessment before the end of the first 
week after the half-term holiday.  You 
will then receive a report at the end of 
the Autumn term informing you of the 
progress your child has made so far 

The year 7 boys cricket team won their 
borough cricket final last month to 
become Ealing champions. The side 
played exceptionally well scoring 115 
runs off their 14 overs. The team then 
bowled out their opponents Dormers 

Featherstone High School presents 
‘Grease’.              

Evening performances will be on 
Wednesday 7th & Thursday 8th 
December 2016, in the main hall. The 
show starts at 6pm 

Tickets will soon be available from 
student services priced at £3.

Don’t miss it!

              

Year 7 Boys Cricket - Ealing Champions

Assessment Information for 
November & December 2016

Wells for 13 runs with outstanding 
bowling performances from Mustafa 
Qureshi and Mosawer Afzal. Mustafa 
took 7 wickets in his 4 overs. A great 
achievement, well done!

in their GCSEs and other subjects.  
Remember for pupils in Year 10, most of 
their GCSE will be reported with grades 
from 1-9.  A grade 5 is considered to be 
the expected pass grade and grade 9 is 
the best grade.  

Year 9: You will receive a report at the 
end of term showing the progress your 
child has made since they began their 
new  Key Stage 4 courses in September.  
Most GCSE courses will be reported 
using grades from 1-9.  A grade 5 is 
considered to be the expected pass 
grade and grade 9 is the best grade.

Year 8: In December you will receive a 
report showing the progress that your 
Year 8 child has made so far. 

Year 7: You will be invited to collect your 
child’s report at the Year 7 Curriculum 
Evening on Thursday 1st December.

All parents are reminded that they can 
further support their child’s progress by 
ensuring that they are reading challenging 
books for at least 20-30 minutes every 
day.

All pupils in Years 7 and 8 will take part 
in Accelerated Reader this year.

They choose a book at their reading 
level, read it and then take an on-line 
quiz. Passing the quiz shows how well 
they understood the story. They can 
earn points and prizes. This scheme 
motivates them to read more books 
which will help to improve their reading, 
vocabulary, literacy and writing skills in 
all subject areas. Pupils are expected to 
read for at least 20 minutes per day.

Parental Engagement Meeting - Year 7 Parents Only 
Friday, 18th Nov 9.15-10.15am, please come to reception.

The meeting will focus on introducing you to some of our systems and giving 
you a chance to ask questions. You will be able to meet the Headteacher 

and other members of staff. We will discuss: Online learning: Firefly, KS3 
assessment, attendance and behaviour, Year 7 survey results


