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During February, 20 lucky Year 10s and 
11s visited New York City, organised 
by the geography department. The trip 
aimed to widen their horizons, let them 
experience different cultures and of 
course, do a little shopping! Hamza in 
Year 11 tells us all about it:

“New York. 
The city of 
d r e a m s - 
and it really 
was more 
than just a 
dream to be 
standing in 
the  most 
‘happening’  

city in the world. We would wake up to 
the smell of fresh American doughnuts 
and pancakes in the morning. 

Eight lucky Key Stage 4 students had 
the opportunity to visit the BBC studios 
on 15th March. They were taken on a 
guided tour of the studios, took part in 
an exclusive ‘Fake news’ workshop, 
were interviewed live on TV and even got 
to meet John Cena WWE wrestler and 
actor. Our students were also the first in 
the country to test out the new ‘i-reporter’ 
game created by Aardman Animations 
and got to feedback to the lead designer 

We were delighted to be recognised 
as an ‘Educational Outcomes Awards 
2017’ winner by Alps (a student centred 
approach to determining progress). 
Featherstone’s A Level students 
have been confirmed to be making 
outstanding progress, putting us within 
the top 10% of schools assessed 
nationally. Well done to our students and 
staff and keep up the good work. 

At the start of the trip, we were greeted 
with bright purple neon lights from the 
trendiest hotel in New York (Yotel New 
York) that we were lucky to be staying in.  
Whizzing up the top of the Empire State 
Building with its impressive 102 floors 
was spectacular.  The walk from Central 
Park, down 5th Avenue to Times Square 
was mesmerising - skyscrapers, bright 

lights, iconic yellow taxis that looked 
like bumble bees, buzzing around at 
every corner, reminded us we were in 
the heart of New York City! Seeing the 
Statue of Liberty in real life was inspiring 
and Macy’s shopping trip was a highlight 
for the teachers! In a nutshell New York 
City is one of a kind and if you have a 
chance to go - you will never regret it.”

BBC School News Report

their thoughts on the application before 
it was launched across the country. 
Dashika commented - ‘It was a brilliant 
day, the workshop was really informative 
and helped me to understand how to 
make better decisions about the content 
I share’. This visit forms part of the BBC 
school news report enrichment club - 
where students have had the honour of 
working alongside BBC Journalist Claire 
Bates to write their own news stories.



Headteacher’s Message to Parents/Carers 
As we come to 
the end of an 
action packed 
Spring term, 
all Year 11 and 
Year 13 students 
will be close to 
completing their 
respective courses and all attention 
will be on their Summer examinations, 
starting in just six weeks’ time. That 
said, the preparations through mock 
examination periods have of course 
been on-going all year. This has included 
revision guidance documentation for 
students, parents and carers; progress 
meetings with students who need 
that extra bit of support; intervention 
classes before and after school across 
the departments; Saturday School for 
Maths; holiday booster lessons; two 
rounds of Mock Examinations  and, 
most importantly, outstanding classroom 
teaching. Examination students’ attitude 

and behaviour during this pressurised 
period has been excellent. During 
Learning walks, I have been enormously 
impressed to see so many revision 
guides, flash cards, mind maps and 
quizzes being used. This gives us huge 
confidence that the students are taking 
their exams seriously and working 
accordingly. Of course, much of the 
work and progress will need to be done 
independently at home. It is vital that 
the students are spending at least two 
hours on revision each evening. From 
experience, it is the students who are 
disciplined enough to do this who are the 
ones who are successful, irrespective 
of target grade. Independent learning is 
the holy grail of exam preparation and 
those who overcome the distractions 
and remain disciplined, will be the ones 
jumping for joy in August. 

As a school which very much values the 
importance of healthy lifestyles, our PE 
Department and Heads of House have 

been busy supporting the Sport Relief 
charity. This is a time when the nation 
come together to get active, raise money 
and change lives. All students in Year 7 
to Year 11 have engaged in a sponsored 
run and raised over £200 for charity. 

Planning is in full flow for our Target 
Setting Day at the end of this term. 
This meeting, albeit brief, allows us to 
spend some focused individual time with 
parents and students in the run up to 
the examination season. Regardless of 
whether your son or daughter is sitting 
internal examinations or external public 
examinations, it is crucial that we look 
at recent progress, celebrate success, 
identify any weaknesses and work hard 
to remedy these – we look forward to full 
attendance.

With best wishes for a restful Easter 
holiday.

Mr Wadwa, Headteacher

The music department took 26 Year 9 
music GCSE students to see the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra on the 5th of 
March at the Royal Festival Hall. They 
played a variation of classical Film Music 
from composers John Williams, Richard 
Wagner and Bernard Herrmann. 

This is the first time many of our students 
have seen an orchestra and they 
especially enjoyed the rendition of the 
Star Wars theme.

The Wonderful 
World of Words 
Festival took 
place during 
March with a 
wide range 
of events and 

activities celebrating our love of books, 
words and reading. Creative students 
wrote song lyrics and short stories 
while Scrabble fans showed off their 
vocabulary and spelling skills in an inter-
house competition. Visiting author Steve 
Cole and performance poet Neal Zetter 
gave very entertaining presentations to 
Key Stage 3 classes. There was also 
a successful book fair, bookmarks to 
collect and lots of fun word games and 
puzzles to play in the Library.

On World Book Day everyone took part 
in a “Drop Everything And Read” session 
and Year 7s were sponsored to “Read 
for Good” raising money for children in 
hospital. Lots of staff members joined in 
the fun by dressing up as book characters 
(staff photo below).

Wonderful World of Words Festival Trip to Royal Festival Hall

On 13th March, 61 students from year 
10 & 11 were invited to an exclusive 
film screening of a specially created 
production of Macbeth. 

All the students commented how 
valuable the experience was - a year 10 
pupil said: ‘ loved the behind the scenes 
footage of why the director made certain 
decisions’, whilst a year 11 commented: 
‘interesting to see how they used past 
productions to influence this new film’.

Macbeth Trip

Scrabble tournament 

Meeting author Steve Cole

Meeting poet Neal Zetter



On Monday 
19th March, 
Year 12 
P s y c h o l o g y 
students went 
to the London 
P s y c h o l o g y 
c o n f e r e n c e 

which featured a variety of interesting 
and stimulating talks. The highlight of the 
conference was the encounter with the 
eminent psychologist Philip Zimbardo, 
one of America’s most distinguished 
psychologists. Zimbardo shared 
his motivation for his past research 
investigations which include but are not 
limited to, the famous Stanford Prison 
Experiment. Zimbardo also shared with 
students his hopes to inspire people 
to act on behalf of others and fight for 
moral causes when the situation arises, 
in doing so he gave the key example 
of Kitty Genovese. To conclude, it was 
encouraging to hear how much the 
students had enjoyed the conference 
and to see their renewed enthusiasm for 
Psychology.

Pi Day is celebrated globally every year 
on 14th of March. At FHS it started 
when a task was set on Firefly for all the 
students to memorise as many digits of 
Pi up to 1000 decimal places.

At the onset of March students of maths 
classes 7H1, 8F1 and 9F1 produced 
colourful and informative posters that 
decorated the maths hallway. 7H1 
produced banners using digits of Pi. All 
members of the FHS community received 
a Pi Badge to wear throughout the day.

On the day itself members of the staff 
and students shared pies and answered 
challenging maths questions. In the 
respective year assemblies, gold, silver 
and bronze medals will be awarded to 
those who wrote the most digits of Pi 
from memory.

All in all, it created a buzzing atmosphere 
and now everyone has an increased 
awareness of this irrational and intriguing 
number.

It has been a busy couple of months 
for our Year 12 students from Young 
Enterprise. 

The company had their first trade fair 
opportunity on Sunday 4th March at 
Uxbridge Pavillions shopping centre. The 
students completed a full day of trading 
from 11am - 5pm experiencing running 
a real business. Their products include: 
a key cloud to hang keys; Click and go; 
a handle to hold bags; and cable clips to 
store charger wires.

Following this, they were able to 
showcase their company ‘Atom’ at the 
University of West London. They won 
best trade stand and were very close 
runners up for the innovation award. 
They all worked really hard to prepare for 
this and we want to congratulate them.

Young Enterprise

PI Day at FHS

We had an action packed week filled 
with various activities from robotics, 
forensics, mind-blowing experiments, 
and rockets to lectures from scientists 
to trips to the Science museum and 
the Centre of the Cell.  

For key stage 3, events included: the 
popular animal roadshow including 
snakes, lizards, mini beasts, frogs and 
a giant python; rocket construction 
and launch; and students playing 
detectives to solve a crime using 
fingerprinting, investigating blood, 
bones, hair, fibres and DNA. Year 
7s and their parents had an evening 
of working together to extract DNA 
from kiwis. This was a lovely evening 
where both parent and child were 
working together developing their 
science skills. 

Students in year 9 enjoyed a day of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths workshops, which included 
wind turbines, (to raise awareness 
of wind energy), and highlighted 
some useful facts to aid students 
in constructing and testing model 
wind turbines. Robotics was another 
workshop the year 9s enjoyed. This 
covered the effect robots have had 
in modern times and how quickly 
machines had transformed from 
assembly lines to astronauts. 

Macbeth Trip

Science Week 2018

Zimbardo Psychology Conference

On the 7th 
of March, 
students at 
FHS were 
granted the 
opportunity to 

attend the WE Day concert held at the 
Wembley SSE Arena with front row 
tickets! The WE Day concert takes 
place annually and tickets are only 
awarded to schools that are making 
a difference in their local and global 
communities. The event provided 
a platform for speakers to be heard 
on a wide range of issues, inspiring 
young people to support causes that 
they are passionate about. Sabiqa 
in Year 10 was also selected to be 
a WE Youth speaker on the day, 
sharing her initiatives for social action 
to thousands of students who were 
also in attendance. It was an action-
packed day featuring inspirational 
speeches and exceptional 
performances. Students had a lovely 
time and left feeling eager to make a 
change!

WE Day Concert

Physics workshops

Animal Roadshow

Visit to Kew Gardens



Dates for the Diary
Summer Term begins: 16th April

FHS Has Got Talent Show: 18th April

Bank Holiday (School Closed): 7th 
May

GCSE/GCE exams begin: 14th May

Half Term: 28th May - 1st June

Holiday Boosters: 28th & 29th May
We are collecting used & unwanted, 
good condition prescription eye 
glasses for charity. The collection box 
is located in the school reception. 

Eye Glass Collection

We have come to the end of the netball 
season, which has been a high goal 
scoring one this year. Together across 
the four teams over 80 goals have been 
scored in 19 matches. Congratulations 
to everyone who has attended netball 
clubs and represented the school at 
fixtures this season. 

On Monday 12th March 
21 enthusiastic students 
from 11 Year 7 and 8 forms 
attended the inter-house 
Scrabble tournament.  
They worked really well 
as team players on behalf 
of their House. It was 
really nice to see these 
young bright students 
participating in and 
engaging in a fun activity 
that Ms Scotland had 
organised after school. 

Well done to all who came 
along. Ms Mala, Ms Leite, 
Ms James, Ms Patel 
and Ms El-Yamlahi are 
extremely proud of you all!

If you missed out, don’t 
worry, check out the 
House board for other 
upcoming events.

Featherstone has launched a new micro 
site to help develop the soft skills and 
employability of students through online, 
video based modules covering topics 
such as leadership, confidence and 
resilience. It focuses on apprenticeships 
and internships available post-16.

Students and parents can access our 
site via the following link: http://www.
workreadyschools.co.uk/schools/
featherstone-high-school/

A big “well done” to all the staff and 
students who took park in the sport 
relief run this year raising well over £200. 
The fastest pupils for each key stage are 
listed below:

Fastest key stage 3 boy:  
Abdullahi (Year 8) - 6.06

Fastest key stage 3 girl:  
Laden (Year 7) - 7.14

Fastest key stage 4/5 boy:  
Mohammed (Year 11) - 6.03 

Fastest key stage 4/5 girl:  
Jekaterina (Year 10) - 8.30

The indoor girls cricket team competed 
in the under 15s outer London finals 
and came third. There was some 
outstanding bowling and batting from 
Azbah through all of the matches. The 
girls communication was exceptional 
which meant their opposition did not 
manage to rack up too many runs.

FHS Netball

Girls Cricket

Careers Support Website

Speed Scrabble

The boys football season has come to 
a close with some excellent results in all 
years. Our Year 7 boys managed three 
victories this year and our year 10 boys 
managed two. Year 8 and Year 9 had 
a mixed season however there were 
some good performances throughout 
the season. Year 7 stand a very good 
chance of being promoted next year so 
well done to all and we look forward to 
the cricket season starting.

Boys Football

Sport Relief

Ealing heads of history from across the 
borough had the first subject conference 
which was hosted at Featherstone High 
School on Tuesday 20th March. The 
delegates shared best practice and 
listening a wide range of engaging talks 
given by teachers on how to improve and 
raise students exam results.  The keynote 
speaker, Professor Peter Catterall from 
the University of Westminster gave an 
erudite lecture on what makes a fantastic 
history student.

On Wednesday 21st February, 100 
Key Stage 4 students and staff visited 
Questors youth theatre to watch a 
production of ‘Animal Farm’. Animal 
Farm is a key text for their literature exam, 
so the students really benefited from 
seeing it performed. One commented: 
‘The young actor that played Squealer 
was brilliant! I could understand how 
persuasive that character was for the 
other animals’ whilst another stated: ‘It 
was so much easier to see the difference 
between how hard Boxer works 
compared to Mollie’.

Animal Farm Trip

Visit from History Lecturer

On 8th March the Social Sciences 
department invited members of the 
Civil Service and the legal profession to 
speak to a large group of year 12 and 
13 students. The event was aimed at 
making our sixth formers aware of the 
work of the Ministry of Justice and the 
life of a member of the legal profession. 

All the students remained after the 
presentations to speak to our guests who 
were very impressed by the intelligent 
questions posed by our students. We 
would like to thank all students and 
members of staff who made this event 
possible.

Social Sciences Carers Event


