
 

 

17th July 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

Arrangements for the End of Summer Term and Beginning of Autumn Term 

 

Now that we are approaching the end of the Summer Term I would like to outline the 

arrangements that we have made for the last day of term:   

 

1. Students in Year 12 will be dismissed on Wednesday 18th July at 4.00 pm, however some 

Year 12 students will be volunteering to help on Sports Day – Thursday 19th July 2018. 

 

2. Students in Year 10 will be dismissed on Thursday 19th July at 2.30 pm. They are expected 

to access learning resources on-line on the morning of Friday 20th July 2018. 

 

3. On Friday 20th July Years 7 to 9 will be dismissed at 12.00 pm. All students will be dismissed 

from the Main Student Gate. 

 

Wednesday 5th September 2018 

 

The Autumn Term will begin for pupils Years 7, 12 & 13 on Wednesday 5th September 2018 

(Week A): 

 

1. Pupils in Year 7 are expected to be in school by 8.30 am 

2. Pupils in Year 12 are expected to be in school at 10.30 am 

3. Pupils in Year 13 are expected to be in school at 8.30 am onwards. Students will be 

attending 15 minute appointments with their tutor. Subject teachers will set work on firefly. 

 

Thursday 6th September 2018 

 

The Autumn Term will begin for students in Years 8, 9, 10 & 11 on Thursday 6th September 

2018. 

 

Students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 are expected to be in school at 10.15 am for 

registration (N.B Year 7, 8 and 9 have a late start only on Thursday 6th September 2018) 

Changes to Organisation of the School Day and Elements of School Policy 

At the end of each academic year the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) are involved in 

reviewing the year past and discussing with other colleagues’ possible changes for the 

following year 2018-2019. I am writing to you to advise you of a few changes to the 

organisation of the day and elements of school policy which have resulted from this review 

of 2018-2019. 

 



 

 

Changes to the school day  

1. Registration for Years 7 to 9 and Year 13 will take place from 8.30 am to 8.45 am 

 

2. Registration for Years 10 to 12 will take place from 3.45 pm to 4.00 pm on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

 

3. Selected students will take part in 2 academic mentoring sessions over the fortnight either 

early in the morning (for Years 7 to 9 and 13) or late in the afternoon (for Years 10 to 12) 

 

4. On every Wednesday next academic year we will be operating what we call a 

"Continental Wednesday". All students are expected to attend school from 8.30 

am beginning with registration. Years 11 students will leave after lunch at 2.00 pm. 6th 

Form students will finish their lessons and leave the site at 1.30 pm (although those 

students in receipt of free school meals will be able to collect a packed lunch to take 

home with them).  All other students will leave at 2.15 pm. 

This will allow us to run our regular staff meetings during the late afternoon and to 

begin our Parents Evenings a little earlier, hence avoiding teachers working late into the 

evenings. Your support for this trial will be much appreciated. Please feel free to contact 

us if you have any concerns with this. 

 
  

 

 

 

Registration 

8.30 - 

8.45am 

 

 

Periods 1 

and 2 

8.45 -

10.15am 

 

LESSON 1 

 

 

 

 

Break 

10.15  - 

10.30am 

 

 

Periods 3 

and 4 

10.30 - 

12.00pm 

 

LESSON 2 

Period 5 

12.00 -

12.45pm 

Period 6 

12.45 - 

1.30pm 

Period 7 

1.30 -

2.15pm 

Year 7 LUNCH 
LESSON 3 

Year 8 LUNCH 

Year 9 
LESSON 3 

LUNCH LESSON 

3 Year 10 LUNCH 

Year 11  

LESSON 3 

LUNCH  

Year 12  

Year 13 

 

Year 11 After School Catch up Lesson – 4.00 pm to 5.30 pm  

Parents are aware of the vital importance of attending school regularly. Any lost time would 

open up gaps in students’ subject knowledge and skills affecting their performance in 

examinations. For next year, we shall continue to provide 90 minute catch up sessions (for 

each lost day) for students who have incurred absences either through illness or other 

reasons. All work will be placed by subject teachers on our Firefly site for students to 

complete during the supervised after school session.  

Home Learning  

From September students will continue to receive a short home learning task every lesson or 

a longer task over several lessons, recorded on Firefly. These short home learning tasks will 

support your child by reinforcing concepts covered in that lesson or series of lessons.  On two 

occasions over the academic year, in place of these short home learning tasks your child will 

be required (for most subjects) to complete two teacher assessed extended home learning 

tasks for each subject. Further details of the home learning policy can be found on the 

school's website. 

 



 

 

New School Planner  

The school planner for 2018-2019 has changed in size and your son/daughter will receive this 

in September. This planner is an important form of communication between home and 

school, so please use this if you would like to write a note to your son/daughter’s tutor or 

teacher. You do not have to sign this on a weekly basis. The planner includes important 

information about our school rules and what students should bring to school every day, 

please read this carefully so that you can make sure that your son/daughter is fully prepared 

for their lessons. The planner also explains how we will track your son/daughter’s progress 

using our Flight Path as well as tips on how to revise for assessments and exams. Teachers will 

also use this planner to record any detentions or comments and may on occasion ask you to 

sign this. In addition, the planner has useful subject pages at the back to support students in 

their learning. 

Behaviour for Learning Policy  

We are currently in the process of reviewing and finalising our Behaviour for Learning policy. 

We will update you with this information in September and place the new policy on our 

website.  We will clarify our rules and the rights and responsibilities for all students. We will also 

be making changes to our detention systems in order to make sure that our high 

expectations and standards for punctuality and behaviour continue. 

Many thanks in anticipation of your support in the year ahead.  On behalf of all the staff at 

Featherstone High School, I would like to wish you all a restful Summer holiday.  

Yours faithfully,  

 

Mr Gerry Wadwa  

Headteacher  

 


