
Featherstone News
July 2018

FHS

Featherstone High School 
11 Montague Waye, UB2 5HF 

020 8843 0984  
info@featherstonehigh.ealing.sch.uk   
www.featherstonehigh.ealing.sch.uk

20
14

|2
01

5

Grand Union

Multi Academy Trust

Students from Year 11 and 13 exhibited their GCSE 
and A Level work in the departments annual show.  

Staff, students, governors and parents were all invited to the 
event to celebrate students hard work and achievements 
over the last two academic years. The event was catered for 
by the FHS Food Technology department.  A snap shot of 
some of the works on show can be seen on the department’s 
own instagram account @artfeatherstonehigh.

Health and Social Care students 
in Year 9 recently visited Johnson 
and Johnson’s Innovation Centre 
in central London to take part in a 
Healthcare Insight Day. 

Working with a group of scientists the 
students competed in a ‘Healthcare 
Dilemma’ to decide how to allocate 
a budget of £1 million to a range of 
competing treatments. Each student 
then presented their plans and received 

Featherstone are delighted to be recognised by the 
SSAT (Schools, Students and Teachers Network) for 
three Educational Outcomes Awards.

The awards confirm that Featherstone is at the top of the 
performance tables of non-selective schools nationally for 
student attainment, student progress and high levels of 
performance for students eligible for pupil premium (closing 
the gap) in the 2017 GCSE exams.

Well done to students, families and staff for all their ongoing 
dedication and support.

Triple Award for Featherstone

Annual Art Exhibition

@artfeatherstonehigh

PE Celebrate as Year 9 Teams 
in Cricket & Rounders are 
Crowned Borough Champions 
Turn to the back page for more.

Student Healthcare Insight Day

feedback from the panel of scientists. 
This was a fantastic experience for the 
students and they found it very inspiring.



Headteacher’s Message to Parents/Carers 
Looking back at the 
end of this super-
fast academic year, 
once more we have 
much to celebrate. 
We continue to be 
placed amongst 
the top schools 
in the country for academic progress at 
both GCSE and A level/BTEC and have 
recently been asked by The Mayor of 
London to join an elite group of London 
Schools charged with highlighting best 
practice – the “London Schools for 
Success.”  Perhaps the most memorable 
highlight was that our success attracted 
the attention of the Prime Minister and 
the Education Secretary who visited 
us to talk to sixth form students about 
their aspirations and plans for the future 
and help shape government Post 18 
education strategy.   

This year, all subjects move to a new 
numbered grading system at GCSE 
and to much tougher linear A levels and 
BTEC Applied A levels. Colleagues have 
been exceptionally generous in offering 
additional holiday and Saturday booster 

sessions throughout the year and we 
look forward to celebrating with our Year 
11 and 13 students, their GCSE, BTEC 
and A Level results during the month of 
August. Staff will be present to support 
all Sixth Form and Year 11 students on 
results days as listed at the end of the 
Newsletter.    

Our Summer Curriculum Enrichment 
Week allowed students in all year groups 
to enjoy a very wide variety of extra-
curricular opportunities. All Year 7 and 
8 students enjoyed trips to a range of 
venues including Kew Gardens, the River 
Pang, London Zoo and local places of 
worship. We had some very inspiring 
external speakers come in and Year 7 and 
8 students began the process of thinking 
about their future careers through our 
Careers Workshops. Year 9 students had 
a fantastic time during their residential 
activity trip where both staff and students 
tested their nerve and skills through a 
range of activities including abseiling, 
canoeing and archery to name just a few. 

I am saddened to report that, like all 
schools, we are faced with significant 
budget cuts which represent a real terms 

8% reduction in our funding since 2010 
at the same time as costs continue to 
increase. This has meant that some 
very difficult decisions have to made 
regarding where we can make savings 
for example by not replacing staff who 
are leaving. As you can imagine the very 
complex programme of activities during 
our summer term Curriculum Enrichment 
Week, including the numerous trips 
that go out, is costly and does demand 
a significant manpower input from 
administrative staff. As part of our budget 
savings Summer Curriculum Week will be 
changing next year to a much reduced 
programme of events.

At the time of writing we are very much 
looking forward to our annual Sports Day 
and the presentation of our House Cup 
– I look forward to seeing some of you 
cheering on your son’s and/or daughter’s 
House Team.

Thank you all for your contributions in 
making this another outstanding year at 
Featherstone High School. On behalf of 
all the staff we wish you all a wonderful 
summer.

Mr Wadwa, Headteacher

Greenford High School invited 
contenders from schools across Ealing 
to participate in the Annual Ealing 
Borough Spelling Bee Competition 
2018. Miss Butt took six confident and 
courageous Year 7 students. 

In a very intense and competitive 
environment the scores presented 
Featherstone High School at a 
respectable third place. 

Our students delivered excellent team 
work skills and great poise amongst 
the other schools from Ealing and they 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Well 
done!

A dedicated team of student librarians 
have volunteered to give up their time 
to work in the library at break, lunchtime 
and after school throughout the year. 
They have helped to issue, return and 
tidy books and also carried out other 
duties. Mrs Scotland and Miss Smith 
would like to say a big thank you to them 
all, and also to the Year 12 prefects and 
volunteers who have supported them at 
lunchtime and in library lessons.

Our annual “Reading Buddies” project 
with Featherstone Primary School ran 
with great success this year. Students 
visited the school weekly, helping Year 5 
students with their reading. 

The children felt that their buddy helped 
them “read longer words” and “get 
excited about high school”. After the 
project, we celebrated with an assembly 
where students gave their “buddy” 
a thank-you card and presented 
certificates.

Student Librarians
This term, some of our 
talented Year 7s and Year 
8s led a project based on 
“The Heartstone Odyssey”. 
Students led and managed 
a project with students 

from local primary schools, creating an 
exhibition to show parents and staff. 

This engaging project focused on 
community, equality and diversity 
and helped students develop their 
communication, literacy and creative 
skills.

Featherstone’s Spelling BeesHeartstone Project

Reading Buddies

We are collecting used & 
unwanted, good condition 
prescription eye glasses for 
charity. The collection box is 
located in the school reception. 

Eye Glass Collection



Year 9 History GCSE students visited 
the Imperial War Museum’s Holocaust 
Exhibition. Students had the privilege 
of taking part in a workshop led by 
museum curators and an audio tour of 
the museums award-winning exhibition. 
The artefacts in the permanent 
exhibition laid-bare the events that led 
to the Holocaust and the students were 
particularly stunned by the stark model 
of Auschwitz.

Year 8 History students visited both the 
National Gallery and the National Army 
Museum. In the morning the National 
Gallery tour, led by the gallery education 
department, took pupils to look at 
significant painters like Holbein (The 
Ambassadors) and Van Dyck (Charles 
I on horseback). In the afternoon at 
the National Army Museum the pupils 
had a workshop, led by the education 
department, on the Civil War 1642 – 
46. The workshop included dressing 
up as Civil war foot soldiers, cavalry 
and musketeers; there was also an 
opportunity for handling replica civil war 
weapons and the 15 foot pike!  

Year 10 GCSE History students visited  
Whitechapel for the Jack the Ripper 
walking tour as part of the GCSE 
unit investigating crime, policing and 
living conditions in the area during the 
nineteenth century.  The highlight of the 
trip was the walking tour led by expert 
guides who led the two groups around 
the sites of London’s most notorious 
serial killer and explained the gruesome 
mystery of the 125 year unsolved crimes.  
The guides’ enthusiasm was contagious 
and their knowledge inspirational, it was 
a memorable trip about the appalling 
living conditions and heinous crimes of 
1888.

The Fantastic Four - no not a comic 
book but a reference to the comments 
received from the organiser of a Coding 
Workshop at Dormers Wells to promote 
girls in the computer science industry. 
“Your girls were fantastic, they are very 
keen on Computer Science”.  The event 
had our students  planning an app that 
had a wellbeing theme. The Women 
from industry were very impressed 
with the speed they came up with the 
ideas, coded parts of them to get a feel 

On 19th June, 20 students from Year 
9 and Year 10 attended a Masterclass 
hosted by Mr. Paul Kaye, Languages 
officer at the European Commission 
Representation in the U.K. This 90 
minute session allowed them to 
discover how useful languages could be 
in their careers. The students learnt that 
languages could help them in a variety 
of fields such as engineering, science, 
business, law, journalism or diplomacy. 
They were then able to ask questions 
and left with quite a few souvenir pens 
and other resources.

Some 60 Year 9 students attended the 
Maths Master Class held on 9th of July. 
The lessons were delivered by three 
guest students currently preparing for 
university and one Year 12 student from 
our sixth form.

After a presentation from each of the 
speakers, the students worked on 
sample problems provided as part of 
their resources. The students were 
fully engaged and enthusiastic. They 
asked the help of the speakers when 
they were not sure of the solution. At 
the end of the session the students 
reflected that they will use the resources 
to carry on learning the topics and make 
sure they cover the whole specs for the 
higher GCSE Maths exams. They also 
promised to share what they learned 
with other students who were not able 
to come to the event. 

“Britain is a desert” said Professor  
Chad Staddon, director of 
International Water Security Network, 
during a recent student lecture at 
the Royal Geographical Society 
in Kensington.  Whilst the Year 10 
geographers listening may initially 
have assumed he was referring to 
the current heatwave, Professor 
Staddon outlined how even the 
typical British weather leaves the 
UK at risk of water shortages.  In an 
entertaining and thought provoking 
lecture Professor Staddon examined 
four current case studies to outline 
the impact of too much and too little 
water on contemporary society.

This month has been a busy one 
for the Drama department! On 
Wednesday 20th June, our Year 10 
students attended a performance 
of Fatherland at the Lyric Theatre in 
Hammersmith. This was a powerful 
portrayal of a series of family 
relationships, mainly between fathers 
and sons, and involved individual 
sad storytelling combined with 
huge choral music and movement 
sections involving the whole cast. 
The students will be writing about 
this show for their exam. 

Year 9 also went to see a show on 
Wednesday 27th June, Everybody’s 
Talking About Jamie. This followed 
on from themes in SRE Day the 
students had taken part in for 
Curriculum Week on gender 
identity issues. The performance 
was emotional and engaging and 
the students thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.

Learning Outside the Classroom

Language Masterclass

Maths Masterclass

Featherstone’s Spelling Bees

Coding Workshop

for the app and presented their work 
to the group. We are very proud of the 
students above who represented the 
school so well.

Geography RGS Trip

Drama Department

FHS History Trips



July 2018

     
Back to School: Start of Autumn Term September 2018
Wednesday 5th September 2018 
The Autumn Term will begin 
for pupils Years 7, 12 & 13 on 
Wednesday 5th September 2018 
(Week A):

1.  Pupils in Year 7 are expected to  
 be in school by 8.30am. 
2.  Pupils in Year 12 are expected  
 to be in school at 10.30 am 

We would like to inform 
you that as a school 
we take pride in all our 
achievements and have 

these recognised through receiving 
numerous awards throughout the years. 

This year we have applied for the 
Wellbeing Award for Schools  (WAS).
This whole-school award focuses 
on ensuring effective practice and 
provision is in place that promotes the 
emotional wellbeing and mental health 
of both staff and pupils.

The award has a focus on changing 
the long-term culture of a school, and 
embedding an ethos where mental 
health is regarded as the responsibility 
of all. We as a school have been working 
closely to tackle many elements of 
wellbeing and Mental Health for all. We 
are still developing all our provisions 
and would welcome your support in 
this initiative.

If you would like to find out more please 
contact Sormeh Nikourazm.

The Year 9 Boys Cricket won their third 
final in three years last week in a thrilling 
final held at Drayton Manor School. 
Their opponents were Villiers High, a 
team FHS had previously lost to.  FHS 
batted first and made a modest 69 runs 
in 12 overs on a very hot and very dry 
wicket. In reply Villiers made a confident 
start making a quick 25 without the 
loss of a wicket however FHS battled 
away and made the break through 
dismissing all 4 of the top order in quick 
succession. After that FHS were on top 
and took another 4 wickets. Despite 
this Villiers fought back and needed 12 
off the last over to win. After the first 
five balls going for 10 runs. Villiers only 
needed 2 to win off the last ball but only 
managed a single. Scores were tied 
which meant FHS won the game on 
wickets taken! A thrilling finish and well 
done to both teams. 

The girls have had a fantastic season 
of Rounders this year. Year 8 and 10 
were runners up and Year 9 won the 
Ealing borough league. 

Well done to the 40 pupils who 
represented Featherstone High this 
summer term. Thank you for all of 
your hard work and dedication.

Both school libraries have launched 
a collection of Wellbeing books to 
promote a healthy mind and healthy 
body. There are books and magazines 
on diet, exercise, self-esteem, online 
safety, coping with stress and many 
other teen issues. These books can 
make a positive impact on your life!

Wellbeing AwardEaling Cricket Champions Rounders Borough Winners

School Sports Week

3.  Pupils in Year 13 are expected  
 to be in school at 8.30am   
 onwards. Students will be   
 attending 15 minute    
 appointments with their tutor.   
 Subject teachers will set work  
 on firefly.

Thursday 6th September 2018 
The Autumn Term will begin for 
students in Years 8, 9, 10 & 11 on 
Thursday 6th September.

Students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
and 13 are expected to be in school 
at 10.15 am for registration (N.B 
Year 7, 8 and 9 have a late start 
only on Thursday 6th September)

During this exciting week the pupils 
had the opportunity to take part in 
a number of different sports. Gaelic 
football coaches came in for the 
week to give pupils a taster session 
and the London Broncos ran Rugby 
league sessions. Pupils were spoilt by 
having a trampoline specialist in for the 
entire week to work on trampolining 
techniques and routines. Pupils were 
given the opportunity to improve their 
cycle skills with groups going out to 
the recreation ground! The Medical 
Mavericks came into school and set up 
a challenge the champions worksheet 
where pupils were able to test 
themselves with sports science related 
games, for example racing against 
Usain Bolt!

The Year 9 more able and talented 
students visited St Mary’s University 
where the pupils looked at sports 
anatomy and physiology testing as 
well as Biomechanics testing with 

some of the 
lecturers. The Year 
12s had a Sports 
Science taster 
session at Brunel 
University where 
they listened to a 
lecture by Costas 
Karageoghis about 

Sports Psychology. Finally some very 
lucky year 7s took part in a rowing 
taster session put on by London 
Youth Rowing in Osterley park.

To finish off an amazing week of 
sport we had a mixed year 7&8 
Boys and Girls Rounders Interhouse 
tournament.

Results Days:
Thursday 16th August 2018 
GCE Results: from 8:30am

Yr 12 ‘Access to Yr 13 Exam’ 
Results from 9:30am

Thursday 23rd August 2018 
GCSE Results: from 9:30am


